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WPEUPLADES™ OR TRIBES

25X1 of the Trites of, Tcn?in,, he The, centered in the region «f
Hoa Binh (105-58, 20~56), sre the most irportant mumerically, They are
warlike and have no particular politicel convictiong. Roth the Franch
end the Viet Minh have had some suces?ss in using them 4s DOTCENATIES.

Tre Hung, centered in the digbrict of Iang Son (IO\»EU, 21-5L;, arve the
wogt importent politicslly. fThey ars the most advanced of the tribes
from the point of view of intslligence and culture apd they greatly -
regemble the Chinese. There are momerous other trdbes such 2s the
Miso, Men and Lolo which are more or less backwand.)

25X1A

1. The Viet Kinh have euercised greal care and skill in the handling of these
tribes in atbemptlirg io sccurs theldr respect and loyalty and counvering
Freguch efforte to uee thew. The gonsral efford ds one of intoegrating
them with the Annemese in patriciic sctivities. &t the zame tiwe, they
fiatter tham by encouraging harmisss cultural differences such as tribal
drses, aongs, dances and handicrafts. The law courts wheih desl with
them have jJuries who undersisnd thelr languspes; they are allomed to
testdify in their own longuage without an interpreter « & flatiery which
wag nevey accorded to thea by the French. However, they are encouraged
to lezrn asnnsmese and o regard themselves as Viet Nmuese. Ia the Peopio's
GComnitiees and Wetvional Welfara &ssociations they aie integrated with bl
Tiet Nawese. The sone is penerslly true in the Aruy snd the Tu Ve. Fou
limitel purposes, thelr own militsry organizetions are pmaezvu‘s, PAD~
ticularly to combat the Frenmch and French-paid zercansrieos o," wther membam
of the tribes,

2.  An example of the Viet iinh wethod of Flattering the tribea was to be scen
in late 1945 when thoy named CHY Van Tan as Winister of National Defense. Tsn
was a member of the Nung vribe. In the position of Kindster he was Ja gahf 2

25X1Af3gurehead. (N rote: This was alsc reported by a Fronch consular

o oi‘?mial wao stated that Tan is a member of the Tho tribs and thet the Tho =nd
the Miag arg powers with which to De rackoned along the Kwarpsi-Tonkin bordsr,

25X1X that the paramount feeling of these tribes is feur of Tist Namzce domination and

for that reason they ars covperating with the French. 3
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OVENSEAS CHINESE IN FRLHCH INDX CHINA

-comment- There are about one million Cierseas Chinexz in Viet
Nam, Half of these zre in French-controlled arcias and half ii Viet Kinhe
controlled arcas. The welfare of this population is of deep novcern to
the Chinese Central Governuwent of China from the voint of view of "face®,
current and future remittances and lony-bem Chinzse imperialism., Tracil‘bionally
this population takes liltle interest in politics; its only interest is to
remain unmolested aml t¢ be permitied to conduct ummuercial ano buciness
activities. In the last year and a hall the Chiruse Kuomintang has made
considerable effort to stir up political comscilouwsness among this posulation.
At the same time, though handicapped by lack of meuns and communicatlan,
the Chinese Communists have attempted to influence this populstion towe~d
thelr side, Some of the leading officizls of Viet liam have been in the
Chinese Communist capital of Yenan, OCertainly, both sides have made
considerable progress, tut the degree of their Success cannot be definitely
determined. }
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Traditicaslly, the French have treated the (verseas Chinese shabbily.
They have placed obstacles in the way of their commerce to favor French
trade. Socially, all classes of the French have treaied the Overseas
Chiness with arrogance. This has scrved to caise an anrti-French under-
current of sentiment among this populntion. The Viet Minh, however, have

attenpled to treat the Gverseas Chinese with all possiblie consideration.
25x1A I

b

note: It has been previously reported that in their Scorched
karth policy the Viet Liph spare Chinese pmpert,,r as mucihh as possible.)
In Cao Bang (106~16, 22~39), in favor of the Chinese, the Viet I'inh mcke
an oxception to the law against gambling; they perwmit one ganbling house
. to flourish ayd only Chinese are admitted. The Overseas (hinese in Viet
linh-controllad areas are exenpt from the solidiation of funds for
national defense, to which the Annamese population is constantly sub-
Jjected. Nevertheless, the inevitable diffilculties of trads in the Viet
I’'inh~controlled areas have alienated the sentiment of the richer and
more substontial Chinese from the Viet iinh. The poorer Chinese werchants,
traders ard wrkers are in favor of the Viet Minh. '

Article 12 of the prasent Viet Nam Constitution guarantees that..."for-

8dgners who have fought for democracy and liberty and who are persecuted

and forced to flee and po into hiding may request refuge on Viet Namese

25X1A soiln, —comment; This gpears to be an invitation to Chinese

Commuriists. The (wverseas Chinese in French Indo China are organized
into Ycongragations " which are ofTicidl 1y recognized by the Viet 14nh,

Fach congregation has its owm ncad. [Jjjjjcorient: This is the 25X1A
traditional organization amecng the Chinese in French Indo China which -
existed during the French re'“lme.,) The congregations choose an
offieial delugate tho is sent to Nanking to represent them. .
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